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The prayer of a righteous  
person is powerful  
       and effective.

 —James 5:16



Though it doesn’t have to, the world loses something precious every four 
seconds: a child. 

That’s 22,000 children per day. Every day. 

There is no easy way to accept the death of a child. But the death of a child 
that could have been prevented cannot be ignored. One preventable death 
is one too many—22,000 is an outrage.

It’s not fair or reasonable—it’s injustice in its most potent form. And as 
people of God, we are called to respond. 

God has blessed the children of the world with a Church that knows the 
truth—that the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. We know what 
it takes to save thousands of lives every day: education and disease 
prevention, vaccinations, health care, good hygiene and sanitation, 
nutritious food and clean water. We know that together, we can help these 
little ones. And one of the most powerful weapons we can wield in this fight 
against child mortality is passionate, persistent prayer.

Join us in 30 days of prayer for life ... 

because it shouldn’t end at the beginning.

The eyes of the LORD are on the righteous, and his 
ears are attentive to their cry. —Psalm 34:15

30 DAYS FOR LIFE 
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PRAYER FOCUS: 22,000 CHILDREN DIED TODAY

I know that the Lord secures justice for the poor and upholds the cause of  
the needy. —Psalm 140:12

Take some time to reflect that around 22,000 children died today, many from 
preventable causes. Lift up their grieving families in prayer—ask that God will 
comfort them in their distress and loss. Pray for the governments, hospitals and 
systems that are seeking to greatly reduce the worldwide child mortality rate; 
pray that they will receive the resources they need to make a positive impact 
on behalf of newborn and infant children around the globe.

Pray also for children born today—that they will receive skilled medical care 
and that they will have the opportunity to fulfil their God-given potential.

DAY 1

DID YOU KNOW: 
Compassion’s Child Survival Program 
provides critical support to mothers, 
babies and infants in 15 developing 
countries around the world.
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CHILD MORTALITY CAUSE: PNEUMONIA

“And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones 
because he is my disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose  
his reward.” —Matthew 10:42

Pneumonia is an infection of the lungs that is most commonly caused by 
viruses or bacteria. These infections are generally spread by direct contact with 
infected people.

Pneumonia is the prime cause of death in children under five years of age. 
Addressing the major risk factors—including malnutrition and air pollution— 
is essential to preventing pneumonia. Providing vaccinations and promoting 
breastfeeding are also important. Antibiotics can effectively manage the 
illness if they are administered early.

•  Pneumonia kills an estimated 1.6 million children every year—more than  
    AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis combined.
•  Pneumonia can be prevented by immunization, adequate nutrition and by  
    addressing environmental factors. 
•  Pneumonia can be treated with antibiotics, but less than 20 percent of  
    children with pneumonia receive the antibiotics they need. 

PRAYER

Pray that children around the world who are vulnerable to pneumonia will 
receive the assistance that they need. Pray that an increasing supply of 
immunizations will reach the areas which are in need. Pray also that children 
and families will trust and seek God for their healing and hope. Pray that  
those who have lost loved ones due to pneumonia will find healing and 
comfort in God.

DAY 2

All information: World Health Organization, ‘Pneumonia’ Fact Sheet, Nov 2010  
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs331/en/index.html  
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NATION FOCUS: CHAD 

The LORD is a refuge for the oppressed, a stronghold in times  
of trouble. —Psalm 9:9

BACKGROUND

Chad was part of France’s African holdings until 1960. Following its 
declaration of independence, the country endured three decades of civil 
warfare, as well as invasions by Libya, before peace was restored in 1990. 
The government drafted a democratic constitution, but a rebellion broke out 
in northern Chad in 1998, which has sporadically flared up despite several 
peace agreements between the government and the rebels. In 2005, new 
rebel groups emerged in western Sudan and made probing attacks into 
eastern Chad despite signing peace agreements in December 2006 and 
October 2007, and peace remains uncertain in this country.

More than half of Chad’s population is Muslim, approximately one-third is 
Christian, and the remainder practices traditional indigenous religious beliefs 
or has no religion.

CHILD MORTALITY IN CHAD

Chad currently has the highest child mortality rate in the world, with more 
than one in five children dying before their fifth birthday. Respiratory 
infections and birth asphyxia, HIV/AIDS, malaria, and diarrhea remain the 
biggest killers in this country that has been wracked by violence and extreme 
poverty for decades.

DAY 3

...continued on next page  530 days for life |
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COMPASSION IN CHAD

Compassion currently does not work in Chad, but is actively involved in a range 
of child advocacy projects in many countries outside of the 26 developing 
nations where its core programs are run, including northern Africa. Whether 
through child development, advocacy or prayer, Compassion seeks to be an 
advocate for children, no matter where they reside. 

PRAYER

Pray for stability and peace in Chad. Pray that reducing child mortality will be 
a focus for government and NGO aid efforts; pray that much-needed resources 
will be provided to Chad’s children and families.

DAY 3           ...continued
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A PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Praise the Lord. Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love  
endures forever. —Psalm 106:1

CELEBRATE IN PRAYER

The prevalence of children under five years old who are underweight has 
declined from 31 percent to 26 percent between 1990 and 2008. This will assist 
children build a stronger immune system to prevent pneumonia deaths. 

DAY 4

—UN Inter-Agency and Expert Group on MDG Indicators, ‘Millennium Development Goals Report 2010’ 

DID YOU KNOW: 
The nation of Chad currently has the 
highest child mortality rate in the world, 
with more than one in five children dying 
before their fifth birthday.

NOTES
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CHILD MORTALITY CAUSE: Diarrhea

He upholds the cause of the oppressed and gives food to the hungry. The LORD 
sets prisoners free, the LORD gives sight to the blind, the LORD lifts up those 
who are bowed down, the LORD loves the righteous. The LORD watches over 
the alien and sustains the fatherless and the widow, but he frustrates the ways 
of the wicked. —Psalm 146:7-9

Diarrhea is usually a symptom of gastrointestinal infection, which can be 
caused by a variety of bacterial, viral and parasitic organisms. Infection is 
spread through contaminated food or drinking-water, or from person to person 
as a result of poor hygiene.

Diarrheal diseases are a leading cause of sickness and death among children 
in developing countries. Breastfeeding helps prevent diarrhea among young 
children. Treating sick children with Oral Rehydration Salts (ORS) combined 
with zinc supplements is safe, cost-effective, and saves lives.

•  Diarrheal disease is the second leading cause of death in children under  
    five years old, but it is both preventable and treatable.
•  Diarrheal disease kills 1.5 million children every year.
•  Globally, there are about two billion cases of diarrheal disease every year.
•  Diarrheal disease mainly affects children under two years old.
•  Diarrhea is a leading cause of malnutrition in children under five years old.

PRAYER

Pray for children around the world vulnerable to diarrheal disease; that they will 
find the assistance they need. Pray that adequate treatment options will become 
increasingly available and accessible in at-risk areas. Pray also that children and 
their families will turn to God when faced with these challenges, and that those 
who have lost loved ones due to diarrhea will find healing and comfort in God.

DAY 5

All information: World Health Organization, ‘Diarrheal disease’ Fact Sheet, August 2009 
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs330/en/index.html  
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DAY 6
NATION FOCUS: AFGHANISTAN 

He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves the foreigner 
residing among you, giving them food and clothing.  —Deuteronomy 10:18

BACKGROUND

Afghanistan’s recent history is riddled with poverty, political instability and 
violence. Following decades of civil war, the Taliban took power in 1996, but 
were unseated following the 11 September 2001 terrorist attacks on the World 
Trade Center in New York and the ensuing US-led invasion of Afghanistan. 
In December 2004, Hamid Karzai became the first democratically elected 
president of Afghanistan and the country adopted a new constitution. 

Islam is the religion of state, but the constitution provides for the freedom to 
practice other religions. Despite making gains toward building a stable central 
government, the Afghan people face a resurgent Taliban and continuing 
provincial instability. Friction between different ethnic and religious groups 
continues to the present day.

CHILD MORTALITY IN AFGHANISTAN

Child mortality due to preventable causes is a continual emergency for the 
people of Afghanistan. The country experiences the second worst under-five 
mortality rate in the world, with almost one in five children dying before their 
fifth birthday. This is particularly significant as Afghanistan is the only country 
outside of sub-Saharan Africa to experience child mortality rates higher than 
10 percent. 

...continued on next page  930 days for life |



COMPASSION IN AFGHANISTAN

Compassion currently does not work in Afghanistan, but is actively involved 
in a range of child advocacy projects in many countries outside of the 26 
developing nations where its core programs are run, including Central and 
Southern Asia. Whether through child development, advocacy or prayer, 
Compassion seeks to be an advocate for children, no matter where they reside.

PRAYER

Pray for stability and peace in Afghanistan. Pray that child mortality will be a 
focus for government and NGO aid efforts; pray that much-needed resources 
will be provided to Afghanistan’s children and families. Pray also that the 
Christian Church will become established in Afghanistan. Pray that local 
congregations will spring up, bringing the light and love of Christ to those  
most in need.

DAY 6           ...continued
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A PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but 
comes to poverty. A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will 
himself be refreshed. —Proverbs 11:24-25 

CELEBRATE IN PRAYER

Global coverage of safe drinking water increased from 77 percent in 1990 
to 87 percent in 2008. This will prevent sickness in children resulting in a 
decrease in diarrhea deaths. 

DAY 7

—UN Inter-Agency and Expert Group on MDG Indicators, ‘Millennium Development Goals Report 2010’ 

DID YOU KNOW: 
22,000 children die every day, mostly from 
preventable causes.

NOTES
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PRAYER FOCUS: A PRAYER FOR JUSTICE

Your arm is endowed with power; your hand is strong, your right hand exalted. 
Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; love and 
faithfulness go before you. Blessed are those who have learned to acclaim 
you, who walk in the light of your presence, LORD. —Psalm 89:13-15

Each of us, when we are born, is defenceless against the dangers of the 
world. We’re tiny and fragile, utterly dependent on our mothers and 
caregivers for nourishment, nurture, protection and care. Yet every day, 
thousands of children are denied the protection and care they deserve— 
and this denial is killing them.

There’s no justice in this. We can feel powerless in the face of this daunting 
reality: so, what can we do? We can cry out to the One who created 
these precious lives; the One who loves these babies dearly and longs for 
relationship with them. His hand is exalted, and justice is the foundation of 
His throne. Ask Him to intervene in a way that only He is able, to save lives 
and bring justice to a desperate situation.

REFLECTION

Jesus was born into highly vulnerable circumstances—an era of high child 
mortality, without hospital beds or midwives to attend his birth. Soon 
afterwards, his parents were forced to seek asylum in a foreign nation 
(Matthew 2:13-18).

Perhaps this close affinity with at-risk and vulnerable children is, at least in 
part, why Jesus says, “Whoever welcomes a little child like this in my name, 
welcomes me” (Matthew 18:5).

DAY 8

NOTES
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CHILD MORTALITY CAUSE: NEONATAL CAUSES

Nobody should seek his own good, but the good of others. —1 Corinthians 10:24

The risk of death is highest in the first month of life: every year, nearly 40 percent 
of under-five child deaths are among newborns. Premature birth, birth asphyxia 
and infections cause most newborn deaths. Up to two-thirds of newborn deaths 
could be prevented if skilled health workers performed effective health measures 
at birth and during the first week of life, but in the developing world, nearly half 
of all mothers and newborns do not receive skilled care during and immediately 
after birth. 

Health risks to newborns can be minimised by:

•  Quality care during pregnancy
•  Safe delivery by a skilled birth attendant
•  Strong neonatal care, including immediate attention to breathing  
    and warmth, hygienic umbilical cord and skin care, and early initiation of  
    exclusive breastfeeding.

PRAYER

Pray for children around the world who are particularly vulnerable during 
this crucial time of life. Pray that during this period mothers will be able to 
adequately care for their newborns and find the help they need. Pray that more 
skilled birth attendants will become available and reach the areas that lack this 
vital service. Pray for God’s comfort for the mothers and families who have lost 
children in this early stage.

DAY 9

All information: World Health Organization, ‘Newborns: reducing mortality’ Fact Sheet, August 2009  
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs333/en/index.html  

NOTES
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NATION FOCUS: INDIA

Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after 
orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted 
by the world. —James 1:27

BACKGROUND

India’s modern history is dominated by British colonial rule, which began in 
the early 17th century. The British expanded their influence and by the 1850s 
they controlled much of present-day India. Beginning in 1920, the Indian 
National Congress party, led by Mohandas Gandhi, began a campaign against 
colonial rule, finally achieving independence through political pressure and 
non-violent means when India became a republic in 1950.

Hinduism is the primary religion in India, accounting for the vast majority of 
residents, but freedom of religion is generally respected. Some regions have 
suffered tension between religious groups which has occasionally erupted in 
violence and religious persecution. 

CHILD MORTALITY IN INDIA

India has made considerable progress in reducing its rate of child mortality in 
the last 20 years. However, it still accounts for 21 percent of under-five deaths 
worldwide. According to latest estimates, India suffers 66 under-five deaths for 
every 1000 live births; malnutrition and a lack of proper sanitation, particularly 
in rural areas, remain significant obstacles to further improvement.

DAY 10
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COMPASSION IN INDIA

Compassion’s work began in India in 1968, and a second office (Compassion 
East India) was established in 2002. The Child Survival Program was launched in 
India in 2003; since then, more than 1000 infants have successfully graduated 
into Compassion’s Child Sponsorship Program, and around 3000 infants and their 
caregivers are currently registered.

PRAYER

Pray for stability and peace in India. Pray that reducing child mortality will be 
a focus for government and NGO aid efforts. Pray also for all Compassion Child 
Survival Program centers in India: that the registered infants will continue to 
grow and thrive, and be provided with every opportunity to pursue their dreams.
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A PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

But you, O God, do see trouble and grief; you consider it to take it in  
hand. The victim commits himself to you; you are the helper of the 
fatherless. —Psalm 10:14 

CELEBRATE IN PRAYER 

Currently 4.4 million more children under the age of five are surviving each 
year compared to 1990 figures. 

DAY 11

—UNICEF/WHO/WB/UNFPA, ‘Levels & Trends in Child Mortality: Report 2010’ 

DID YOU KNOW: 
Pneumonia kills an estimated 1.6 million 
children every year, more than AIDS, 
malaria, and tuberculosis combined.

NOTES
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CHILD MORTALITY CAUSE: MALARIA

But the needy will not always be forgotten, nor the hope of the afflicted  
ever perish. —Psalm 9:18

Malaria is caused by varieties of a parasite called Plasmodium, which are 
transmitted via the bites of infected mosquitoes. In the human body, the 
parasites multiply in the liver, and then infect red blood cells. 

Symptoms of malaria include fever, headache, and vomiting, and usually appear 
between 10 and 15 days after the mosquito bite. If not treated, some varieties 
of malaria can quickly become life-threatening by disrupting the blood supply to 
vital organs. In many parts of the world, the parasites have developed resistance 
to a number of malaria medicines. 

•  In 2008, malaria caused nearly one million deaths, mostly among African  
    children. One African child dies every 30 seconds from malaria.
•  Malaria is entirely preventable and curable.

PRAYER

Pray that children vulnerable to malaria will be able to find assistance. Pray that 
governments and community groups will work together to prevent malaria; that 
more mosquito nets will be distributed to at-risk areas and that affected families 
will have access to treatment. Pray also that God will comfort and strengthen 
those who have lost loved ones to malaria.

DAY 12

All information: World Health Organization, ‘Malaria’ Fact Sheet, April 2010  
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs094/en/index.html 

NOTES
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NATION FOCUS: ETHIOPIA

If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no 
pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? Dear children, let us not love 
with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. —1 John 3:17-18

BACKGROUND

Ethiopia is the oldest independent country in Africa. Christianity came to 
Ethiopia in ancient times and was made the official Ethiopian religion in 
the fourth century. Known as Abyssinia until the 20th century, Ethiopia was 
a monarchy until 1975, when the monarchy was officially abolished and 
Ethiopia became a republic. The elections for Ethiopia’s first popularly chosen 
national parliament were held in 1995. A coalition called the Ethiopian 
People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF) formed a government which 
remains in power to the present day. The country’s constitution provides for 
freedom of religion, and the government officially recognizes both Christian 
and Muslim holy days.

CHILD MORTALITY IN ETHIOPIA

Like many sub-Saharan African countries, Ethiopia continues to suffer from 
high child mortality rates. In 2009 alone, 315,000 children under the age of 
five died in Ethiopia. In 2010, the Ethiopian Government launched a  
new policy aimed at improving early childhood care and education; the  
policy has the potential to reduce the country’s child mortality rate and save 
thousands of lives.

DAY 13

NOTES

18 | i believe



COMPASSION IN ETHIOPIA

Compassion’s work in Ethiopia began in 1993; currently, more than 80,000 
children are registered with the Child Sponsorship Program at more than 340 
child development centers around the country. The Child Survival Program was 
launched in Ethiopia in 2006 and there are more than 900 infants currently 
participating in the program.

PRAYER

Pray for stability and peace in Ethiopia. Pray that reducing child mortality will be 
a focus for government and NGO aid efforts. Pray also for all Compassion Child 
Survival Program centers in Ethiopia: that the registered infants will continue to 
grow and thrive, and be provided with every opportunity to pursue their dreams.
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A PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

I will give you thanks in the great assembly; among the throngs I will  
praise you. —Psalm 35:18

CELEBRATE IN PRAYER 

•  As a result of scaled-up investments in malaria control interventions,  
    millions of people have better access to prevention and effective  
    treatment of malaria. 
•  Nearly three-quarters of a million children’s lives have been saved in 34  
    malaria-endemic African countries in the past five years.
•  Production of insecticide-treated bed nets more than tripled from 30  
    million in 2004 to an estimated 110 million in 2008. 

DAY 14

—All information: The Global Fund, http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/ 

DID YOU KNOW: 
One African child dies every 30 seconds 
from malaria, a disease entirely 
preventable and curable.
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PRAYER FOCUS: NEONATAL MORTALITY

For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb.  
I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made —Psalm 139:13-14 

The first month of life is the most critical. Of the 22,000 children under the age 
of five who die each day, around 40 percent are tiny babies less than 28 days old. 
Most of these die in their homes, as their mothers do not have access to proper 
medical care and treatment.

Each child is a gift from God; a person created in His own image and likeness, 
a unique personality that has been fearfully and wonderfully made. Each one 
needs our fervent prayer.

Pray for babies in their first month of life. Ask God to provide their mothers and 
caregivers with the resources, knowledge and skilled help they need to see these 
little ones grow and develop. Pray for their mothers as they seek to care for their 
infants; that their first days, weeks and months of motherhood will be a time of 
wonder and joy, not of grief and loss.

DAY 15
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CHILD MORTALITY CAUSE: MEASLES

You have been a refuge for the poor, a refuge for the needy in his distress, a 
shelter from the storm and a shade from the heat. —Isaiah 25:4

Measles is a highly contagious viral disease which affects mostly children. 
It is transmitted via droplets from the nose, mouth or throat of infected 
persons. There is no specific treatment for measles and most people recover 
within weeks. However, particularly in malnourished children and people 
with reduced immunity, measles can cause serious complications, including 
blindness, encephalitis, severe diarrhea, ear infection and pneumonia.

•  Measles is one of the leading causes of death among young children even  
    though a safe and cost-effective vaccine is available. 
•  In 2008, there were 164,000 measles deaths globally—nearly 450 deaths  
    every day or 18 deaths every hour. 
•  More than 95 percent of measles deaths occur in low-income countries  
    with weak health infrastructures. 

PRAYER

Pray that children vulnerable to measles will be able to find assistance. 
Pray that governments and community groups will work together to prevent 
measles; that more vaccines will be made available to children living in at-
risk communities, and that affected families will have access to treatment. 
Pray also that God will comfort and strengthen those who have lost loved 
ones to measles.

DAY 16

All information: World Health Organization, ‘Measles’ Fact Sheet  
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs286/en/index.html 

NOTES
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NATION FOCUS: THE PHILIPPINES 

Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all  
who are destitute. Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor  
and needy. —Proverbs 31:8-9

BACKGROUND

Until Spanish colonial rule began in the 16th century, the Malays were the 
dominant ethnic group in the Philippines. Spanish colonialism began in 1521 
and introduced Catholicism to the country; it remains the primary religion 
to the present day, but Islam and Evangelical Christianity are both rapidly 
increasing in popularity. After 377 years of Spanish rule in the Philippines, the 
United States assumed control of the islands, and remained in power until 
1946, when the Philippines became an independent republic. Since then, the 
nation has benefited from steady economic growth, but has struggled with 
political corruption.

CHILD MORTALITY IN THE PHILIPPINES

The Philippines has made significant progress in reducing its child mortality, 
with latest figures showing that the country suffers 33 under-five deaths per 
1000 live births. Yet, unequal access to medical services and skilled birth 
attendants, and pockets of poverty mean that in 2009, 75,000 children under 
the age of five died in the Philippines.

DAY 17

...continued on next page 

NOTES
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COMPASSION IN THE PHILIPPINES

Compassion Philippines was established in 1972. Currently, more than 54,000 
children are registered with the Child Sponsorship Program at more than 320 
child development centers around the country. The Child Survival Program 
was launched in the Philippines in 2005 and there are more than 1200 infants 
currently participating in the program.

PRAYER

Pray for stability and peace in the Philippines. Pray that reducing child 
mortality will be a focus for government and NGO aid efforts. Pray also for 
all Compassion Child Survival Program centers in the Philippines: that the 
registered infants will continue to grow and thrive, and be provided with every 
opportunity to pursue their dreams.

DAY 17           ...continued
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A PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord, always giving  
thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord  
Jesus Christ. —Ephesians 5:19-20

CELEBRATE IN PRAYER

•  Measles immunization campaigns are saving children’s lives in poor  
    countries at a cost of $1US per child. 
•  The number of people who died of measles worldwide fell by 78 percent  
    between 2000 and 2008. Much of the decline is due to significant progress  
    in Africa, where measles deaths fell by 89 percent. 

DAY 18

—All information: World Health Organization, ‘Progress in Global Measles Control and Mortality Reduction’

DID YOU KNOW: 
The risk of death is highest in the first 
month of life; every year, nearly 40 
percent of under-five child deaths are 
among newborns.
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CHILD MORTALITY CAUSE: HIV/AIDS

Learn to do right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed. Take up the cause of the 
fatherless; plead the case of the widow. —Isaiah 1:17

The Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) is a retrovirus that infects the cells 
of the immune system, destroying or impairing their function. As the infection 
progresses, the immune system becomes weaker, and the person becomes 
more susceptible to infections. The most advanced stage of HIV infection is 
Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome (AIDS).

HIV can be transmitted between a mother and her infant during pregnancy, 
childbirth and breastfeeding, making HIV/AIDS one of the leading causes of 
child mortality worldwide.

HIV can also be transmitted through unprotected sexual intercourse, 
transfusion of contaminated blood, and sharing of contaminated needles. 

•  Around 15.9 million women worldwide are currently living with HIV,  
    including around 1.4 million women who are pregnant.
•  In 2009, only 15 percent of children born to HIV-positive mothers received  
    an HIV test within the first two months of life.
•  Over 1000 children were newly infected with HIV per day worldwide in 2009.
•  In 2009, UNAIDS called for the virtual elimination of mother-to-child  
    transmission of HIV by 2015, and stated that this is a realistic goal in the 10  
    countries most severely affected by HIV/AIDS.

DAY 19

All information: World Health Organization, ‘Fast facts on HIV/AIDS’  
http://www.who.int/hiv/data/fast_facts/en/index.html 

NOTES
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PRAYER

Pray that children affected by HIV/AIDS will be able to find assistance. Pray 
that governments and community groups will work together to educate 
communities about the risks of HIV/AIDS; pray that antiretroviral drugs will 
be made available to children and parents living in at-risk communities, 
and that affected families will have access to treatment and support. 
Lift up families who are affected by HIV/AIDS and have been shunned, 
persecuted or marginalized; pray that they will find peace, security and 
acceptance. Pray also that God will comfort and strengthen those who have 
lost loved ones to HIV/AIDS.

WHO, UNAIDS, UNICEF, ‘Towards Universal Access Progress Report 2010’ http://www.who.int/hiv/
pub/2010progressreport/summary_en.pdf

DID YOU KNOW: 
A young child’s experiences from birth to 
age three will influence the manner in 
which the rest of his or her life unfolds.

NOTES
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NATION FOCUS: BOLIVIA

He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD  
require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly  
with your God. —Micah 6:8

BACKGROUND

Bolivia was part of the Incan Empire until the Spanish conquest in 1525. Bolivia 
declared its independence in 1809, but 16 years of fighting passed before it 
was recognized as a republic. Independence did not bring stability, and civil 
unrest and coups have dominated Bolivia’s recent history. Recent elections 
resulted in the Movement for Socialism forming government, largely on the back 
of election promises to empower the nation’s impoverished majority.

Roman Catholicism is recognized in Bolivia’s constitution as the country’s 
official religion; however, the constitution provides for freedom of religion and 
the government has taken steps to ensure that people of other faiths are able to 
practice their beliefs without suffering persecution.

CHILD MORTALITY IN BOLIVIA

Since 1990, Bolivia has made dramatic improvements in protecting its 
newborns and infants, with the child mortality rate dropping from 122 to 51 
child deaths per 1000 live births in 2009. This has more than halved the number 
of infants who die before their fifth birthday, and Bolivia is on-track to meet the 
Millennium Development Goal for reducing child mortality by 2015.

DAY 20

NOTES
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COMPASSION IN BOLIVIA

Compassion began its work in Bolivia in 1975. Currently, more than 50,000 
children are registered with the Child Sponsorship Program at more than 170 
child development centers around the country. The Child Survival Program was 
launched in Bolivia in 2008 and there are more than 1200 infants currently 
participating in the program.

PRAYER

Pray for stability and peace in Bolivia. Pray that reducing child mortality will be 
a focus for government and NGO aid efforts. Pray also for all Compassion Child 
Survival Program centers in Bolivia: that the registered infants will continue to 
grow and thrive, and be provided with every opportunity to pursue their dreams.

NOTES
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A PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Listen, my dear brothers: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes 
of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those 
who love him? —James 2:5

CELEBRATE IN PRAYER 

•  The number of child deaths due to AIDS peaked at 320,000 in 2003 
    but has since declined to 280,000 in 2007. According to the United  
    Nations Program on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) this is both a result of  
    increased antiretroviral (ART) drugs access and a decline in new  
    infections among children.
•  It is now estimated that mother-to-child transmission of HIV/AIDS  
    can be virtually eliminated by 2015 with antiretroviral drugs and  
    scaled-up funding. 

DAY 21

—All information: The Global Fund, http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/ 

NOTES
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PRAYER FOCUS: PRAY FOR CHURCHES IN THE DEVELOPING WORLD

 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 
Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it 
on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, 
let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and 
glorify your Father in heaven.” —Matthew 5:14-16 

Pray for God’s Church throughout the developing world, in the communities 
where child mortality rates are highest. Pray for the pastors, the church 
leadership teams and the members of the congregations, that they will be 
able to effectively reach out to those most vulnerable with the love of God. 
Pray that churches and Compassion’s child development centers will become 
safe havens for newborns and infants, and their mothers and caregivers. 
Pray that God’s light will shine through His Church, that people will see His 
goodness and grace.

DAY 22

DID YOU KNOW: 
Global coverage of safe drinking water 
increased from 77 percent in 1990 to 87 
percent in 2008. This has prevented sickness 
in children and resulted in a decrease in the 
number of deaths from diarrhea.
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CHILD MORTALITY CAUSE: NUTRITION DISORDERS

“Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.” —Luke 6:36

Nutrition disorders can be caused by an insufficient intake of food or of 
certain nutrients, by an inability of the body to absorb and use nutrients, or by 
overconsumption of certain foods. Examples include obesity caused by excess 
energy intake, anaemia caused by insufficient intake of iron, and impaired 
sight because of inadequate intake of vitamin A. 

Nutrition disorders can be particularly serious in children, since they interfere 
with growth and development, and may predispose them to many health 
problems, such as infection and chronic disease. About 20 million children 
under five worldwide are severely malnourished, which leaves them more 
vulnerable to illness and early death. 

Interventions that contribute to preventing malnutrition include:

•  Improved water supply, sanitation and hygiene
•  Health education for a healthy diet
•  Improved access to adequate amounts of healthy food
•  Ensuring that industrial and agricultural development do not result in  
    increased malnutrition.

DAY 23

All information: World Health Organization, ‘Nutrition disorders’  
http://www.who.int/topics/nutrition_disorders/en/ 

NOTES
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PRAYER

Pray for all children affected by nutrition disorders, particularly 
malnutrition. Pray that improved water, sanitation and hygiene will be 
implemented throughout vulnerable communities, and that those in 
need will receive adequate food. Pray for comfort and healing for those 
who are afflicted with nutrition disorders, and for those who have lost 
loved ones to malnutrition.

World Health Organization, ‘Malnutrition’  
http://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/diseases/malnutrition/en/ 

DID YOU KNOW: 
The number of people who died of measles 
worldwide fell by 78 percent between 2000 
and 2008. Much of the decline is due to 
significant progress in Africa, where measles 
deaths fell by 89 percent.

NOTES
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NATION FOCUS: SRI LANKA

Their children will be mighty in the land; the generation of the upright will  
be blessed. —Psalm 112:2

BACKGROUND

Sri Lanka has a long history of tension between Sinhalese and Tamil ethnic 
groups fighting for dominance over the island. This strife effectively divided the 
island into two parts. In the north, the primarily Hindu Tamils claimed control, 
while the south was predominantly Buddhist Sinhalese. In 1983, tensions 
between the Sinhalese majority government and Tamil separatists escalated 
and war erupted. After a protracted civil war, in which thousands of men, 
women and children were killed, the government announced the defeat of the 
Tamil separatists (the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam, or LTTE) in 2009.

The country’s constitution accords Buddhism the “foremost place” and commits 
the government to protecting it. It protects the rights of other minority religious 
groups to practice their beliefs freely; yet even so, there have been ongoing 
conflicts between different groups. 

CHILD MORTALITY IN SRI LANKA

Despite the burden of ongoing war and violence, Sri Lanka has managed to 
almost halve its child mortality rate in the last 20 years. In 1990, the country 
suffered 28 deaths per 1000 live births; in 2009, that figure had dropped to 
15 deaths per 1000 live births—that’s almost 5000 more babies surviving and 
thriving each year.

DAY 24

NOTES
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COMPASSION IN SRI LANKA

Compassion’s Child Survival Program began in Sri Lanka in 2010, with three 
programs on the western coast; 112 mothers—including 16 pregnant mothers—
and 86 infants are registered so far.

PRAYER

Pray for stability and peace in Sri Lanka. Pray that reducing child mortality will be 
a focus for government and NGO aid efforts. Pray also for all Compassion Child 
Survival Program centers in Sri Lanka as they seek to become more established 
in their communities. Pray that the local churches and Compassion centers will 
be seen as places of hope and that they will effectively minister to those around 
them. Pray that the registered infants will continue to grow and thrive, and be 
provided with every opportunity to pursue their dreams.

NOTES
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A PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Let them give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love and his wonderful  
deeds for mankind. —Psalm 107:21

CELEBRATE IN PRAYER 

Between 1990 and 2005, the proportion of children worldwide under age five 
who suffered from under-nutrition declined from 27 percent to 20 percent.

REFLECTION

Under the covenant law of the Old Testament, those who had resources for 
food production (farmers, wine-makers) were to leave the fringes of their 
fields—or any grains or grapes which were missed in the harvest—for the poor, 
and the landless foreigners (Leviticus 19:9-10). This was an early form of social 
welfare, offering a source of food and nutrition to those who were otherwise 
vulnerable to starvation. Jesus and His disciples seemed to rely at times on this 
means of accessing food (Luke 6:1-4). How might we, also, ensure access to 
food and proper nutrition for poor families in our world today, and in doing so, 
‘do it unto Him?’ (Matthew 25:37, 40). 

DAY 25

—World Health Organization, ‘World Health Statistics 2009’

DID YOU KNOW: 
Over 1000 children were newly infected with 
HIV per day worldwide in 2009.
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CHILD MORTALITY CAUSE: WAR AND VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN

For he will deliver the needy who cry out, the afflicted who have no one to help. 
He will take pity on the weak and the needy and save the needy from death.   
He will rescue them from oppression and violence, for precious is their blood  
in his sight. —Psalm 72:12-14 

Violence against children, particularly young children and infants, is 
unacceptable. Yet war and armed conflict, and violence in the home and the 
community mean that thousands of children around the world are at risk  
every year.

•  According to 2006 estimates, more than one billion children under the age of  
   18 were living in areas in conflict or emerging from war. Of these, an estimated  
   300 million were under age five, and more than 18 million children were  
   refugees or internally displaced.
•  WHO estimates that approximately 53,000 children are murdered each year.

War and armed conflict also have the capacity to undermine governments and 
reduce their ability to provide such public services as education, health care, 
welfare, water and sanitation, and security, leaving thousands more infants at 
risk of injury, illness, and even death.

PRAYER

Pray for the children in countries that are currently afflicted by war. Pray for their 
families’ protection and safety. Pray for the governments of those countries, that 
they will find peaceful solutions to conflict and be able to provide critical services 
that will save lives.

DAY 26

All information: UNICEF, ‘Machel Study 10-Year Strategic Review: Children and Conflict in a Changing World’ 
http://www.un.org/children/conflict/machel/english/foreword.html 

World Health Organization, ‘Prevention of child maltreatment’  
http://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/violence/activities/child_maltreatment/en/index.html 

NOTES
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NATION FOCUS: TANZANIA

“He defended the cause of the poor and needy, and so all went well. Is that 
not what it means to know me?” declares the LORD. —Jeremiah 22:16

BACKGROUND

The United Republic of Tanzania is a union of Tanganyika and the Islands of 
Zanzibar. Tanganyika and Zanzibar achieved independence from the British in 
the early 1960s and united in 1964 to form Tanzania. Until recently, Tanzania 
was a one-party state, but in 1990, the country began to change its political 
system. In 1995, the first multi-party parliamentary and presidential elections 
were held.

Tanzania is home to more than 130 tribes with different languages and 
different religious beliefs. Despite its problems with poverty, Tanzania is rich in 
natural resources and minerals, and with the introduction of economic reviews, 
Tanzanians hope for an increase in their standard of living.

CHILD MORTALITY IN TANZANIA

Recent economic gains have been steady for Tanzania, and the child mortality 
rate has dropped since 1990, but much more needs to be done in this country. 
In 2009, more than one in 10 children died before the age of five—that’s 
around 188,000 children. Poverty and a lack of medical services continue to 
play a large role in contributing to this figure, with high rates of diseases such 
as HIV/AIDS and malaria also affecting many children and families.

DAY 27

NOTES
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COMPASSION IN TANZANIA

Compassion Tanzania began registering children into its child development 
centers in July 1999. Currently, more than 63,500 children are currently assisted 
at more than 230 church-based child development centers. The Child Survival 
Program began in Tanzania in 2008, where there are currently more than 750 
infants and caregivers registered. 

PRAYER

Pray for stability and peace in Tanzania. Pray that reducing child mortality will be 
a focus for government and NGO aid efforts. Pray also for all Compassion Child 
Survival Program centers in Tanzania: that the registered infants will continue to 
grow and thrive, and be provided with every opportunity to pursue their dreams.

NOTES
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A PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

I always thank my God for you because of his grace given you in  
Christ Jesus. —1 Corinthians 1:4

CELEBRATE IN PRAYER 

Recent global increases in skilled birth attendants present at child birth have 
the potential to significantly decrease the number of child deaths. 

DAY 28

—WHO and UNICEF, ‘Countdown to 2015 Decade Report (2000-2010): Taking stock of maternal, newborn 
and child survival’ http://www.who.int/child_adolescent_health/documents/9789241599573/en/index.html 

DID YOU KNOW: 
About 20 million children under five 
worldwide are severely malnourished, which 
leaves them more vulnerable to illness and 
early death.

NOTES
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PRAYER FOCUS: CHURCHES IN THE DEVELOPED WORLD

“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my 
Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of 
the world. For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed 
clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison 
and you came to visit me.’ 

“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed 
you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger 
and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick 
or in prison and go to visit you?’ 

“The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers of mine, you did for me.’” —Matthew 25:34-40 

Pray that God will use His Church in nations and communities around the world 
to bring hope and support to those in need. Pray for a spirit of generosity and 
advocacy that will prompt Christians to unite to address the causes of child 
mortality and prevent the needless death of so many infants. 

Pray for your own church specifically: that your congregation will recognize 
opportunities to reach out, locally and globally, with practical, genuine 
expressions of God’s love for children.

DAY 29

NOTES
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PRAYER FOCUS: INDIVIDUAL REFLECTION 

But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord  
Jesus Christ. —1 Corinthians 15:57

The worldwide child mortality rate has decreased by 35 percent since 1990.

PRAYER 

Although there has been encouraging progress made, the fight against child 
mortality is an ongoing one. Please take the time to pray and consider how you 
can further respond to this issue.

DAY 30

—UNICEF/WHO/WB/UNFPA, ‘Levels & Trends in Child Mortality: Report 2010’42 | i believe



Thank you for partnering with Compassion in prayer. Our ministry to the children 
of the world is dependent on the faithful prayers of our supporters. 

 

THANK YOU

Child mortality sources:

United Nations Children’s Program [UNICEF], 2005, ‘Afghanistan’s maternal 
and child mortality rates soar’, 4 August, 2005, UNICEF Media Centre. 

United Nations Development Program [UNDP], 2010, ‘Human Development 
Report 2010 – The Real Wealth of Nations: Pathways to Human 
Development’, New York, USA.

UN Inter-Agency Group for Child Mortality Estimation, 2010, ‘Levels and 
Trends in Child Mortality Report 2010’, United Nations Children’s Fund 
[UNICEF], New York, USA.

World Health Organization [WHO], 2010, ‘World Health Statistics 2010’, WHO, 
Geneva, Switzerland. 

*All Bible verses taken from the New International Version.

For more information about the issue of child health, and for more resources 
and ideas for how you can continue the fight for child survival, please visit 
www.compassion.com/help-babies or call Compassion at (800) 336-7676.
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For you created my inmost  
being; you knit me together  

in my mother’s womb.
 —Psalm 139:13
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COMPASSION’S CHILD SURVIVAL PROGRAM

Compassion’s Child Survival Program aims to reach the most 

vulnerable children and prevent premature death, secure 

good health, and enable positive early child development. 

The program assists pregnant women, at-risk babies and 

infants, and their mothers and caregivers by providing 

critical interventions such as medical assistance, 

pre-natal and post-natal care, and nutritious food. 

The program also educates mothers on how to provide 

a safe home environment and age-appropriate 

developmental opportunities for their babies and infants. 

It is implemented through local church partners, who  

usually also operate a Child Sponsorship Program.
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